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a money-lender or shopkeeper. The Muslim middle class
in cities has no choice left except to work as labourers or
to seek petty jobs in Government service. The Hindu middle
1 class is prosperous and flourishing and controls all the ...
trade of the country1140. "The interests of the Muslim
peasant as well as of the Muslim middle class man in the
city directly clash with those of the Hindu money-lender
and the shop-keeper'141. "All the economic bourses, the
bloated usurers, industrial magnates and capitalists in the
country are all Hindus "42.
It would be idle to deny that the Muslims of India had
pitiable grievances, that they were exploited and harassed.
The question was whether the League's programme was
calculated to bring a solution of their ills.
We may enumerate a few of the objections to the
League's policy. For one thing, there were many psycho-
logical aspects that were most unsound, and not unimportant.
We have already said that the movement was negative, and
was based on hatred and fear, rather than having a construc-
tive programme and an exact positive ideal. Its hatred and
fear motivation made it unhealthy. Many of the enthusiasts
were emotionally, even mentally, unbalanced. Even the
leaders wrote irrationally. Instead of deliberate discussion,
there was among the rank and file a fanaticism, a fascist and
blind devotion to the leader, and an irascible certitude that
in places like the Aligarh University approached hysteria.
During the Chamberlain regime there appeared irresponsible
statements such as these, reminiscent of German national so-
cialist cries : " Pundit Jawaharlal's visits to England and other
countries in Europe have been cleverly stage-managed by
Leftist groups supported by prominent publicity through the
Jewish press Reuter "43; the Congress's " final objective, viz.,
establishment of Hindu supremacy under British protection
in complicity with Bolshevik Russia and other communist
agencies 'l44. In Sindh, " The Hindus will have to be
eradicated like the Jews in Germany if they did not behave
properly'145. Once Pakistan were achieved, the minority
problem would presumably evaporate; for " the record of